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T
he Memorial Garden is sacred ground. It holds the names of those dear to us who have gone before. It records a stream of individual and family names, and tells something of Emmanuel’s story. As a living, growing memorial it cycles the on-going flow of life and death. 
Placed in the mainstream of church life, the Garden witnesses to the Christian concept of death and resurrection.
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“For I am convinced that there is nothing in death or life, in the realm of spirits or superhuman powers, in the world as it is or the world as it shall be, in the forces of the universe, in heights or depths – nothing in all creation – that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Romans 8: 38 -39
Procedure for Cremation

As soon as death occurs – or even when it appears imminent –

· Notify a priest at Emmanuel
· Arrange for clergy consultation on funeral procedures
· Instruct the undertaker to place the body in a cremation container and transport it to the crematorium.
· Further instruct the undertaker to return the cremains to the church where they will be carefully stowed in a special safe until interment.
· The service of committal can be performed in the presence of the family and friends or it may be done at another time according to individual preference.

Any member of the clergy is available to furnish additional information and discuss the Memorial Garden in greater detail.


Policies

All policies governing use of The Garden are set by The Garden Committee of the Emmanuel Episcopal Church Foundation as needs arise. The Foundation is the trustee of the endowment funds of Emmanuel Episcopal Church. Care and upkeep of The Garden are handled by The Garden Committee.
Any person, regardless of affiliation, may be buried in The Memorial Garden upon the payment of the established contribution. Transportation and cremation expenses are born by the family of the deceased. The Garden also serves as an appropriate memorial in special circumstances where cremains are not available.
Names are carved in the stone tablets on the buttresses, and eventually on the stone posts, once a year in the sequence of the date of death.
All names must fit on one line; therefore, no title or professional designations are used. Dates of birth and death are carved on a line beneath the name. Actual grave sites are unmarked, and no attempt is made to identify specific burial sites. Upon the death of one family member or spouse, adjacent space on a stone tablet or buttress can be reserved for the other, once contribution is received.
An up-to-date record of death is publicly displayed in a lighted ledger located inside the Chapel accessible to the Tower Door.
Since The Garden was professionally designed as a complete artistic entry, no additions of a decorative nature, either temporary or permanent, may be made without prior approval of The Garden Committee.
Once reserved, space is assignable to another person but is not redeemable.
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